
Literal Equations 
 
 
A literal equation is an equation that contains multiple variables. 

• The goal of a literal equation is to isolate a particular variable (not always x)! 

 

  

1. Solve for a. 

𝑎𝑥 + 𝑏 = 𝑐 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Solve for w.  

𝑉 = 𝑙𝑤ℎ 

3. Solve for b.  

𝐴 =
𝑦 + 𝑏
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4. Solve for x. 

3𝑥 + 5𝑥 − 7𝑦 = 𝑧 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.    Solve for w. 

𝐶𝐷 =
12𝑠

𝑤
 

6.   Solve for t.  

𝑡

5
− 4𝑟 = 25 

 

 
 
 



7.   You convert from Celsius to Fahrenheit using the formula 

𝐹 =  
9

5
𝐶 + 32 

How do you convert from Fahrenheit to Celsius? (Hint: Solve for C) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8.   The formula for a person’s typing speed is     ,where s is speed in words per minute, w is 
number of words typed, e is number of errors, and m is number of minutes typing. Solve for e.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

        9.                                         Solve for a  

 

 
 
 


